M Coast Guard's war on terror (back)
M Visit the Club on pool tournament night, 6 p.m. next Tuesday.

M Brig. Gen. Pershing’s 1916 punitive expedition against
Pancho Villa included eight Curtis JN-2s, none of which
survived the punishment of flying at 10,000 feet over the
mountains of northern Mexico.

Good to be
home again!

Six Iraqi Freedom veterans
of the 439" Aeromedical
Evacuation Squadron were
reunited with their families
last Wednesday night at the
squadron building after
driving here from Dover
AFB, Del. Clockwise from
top, five-year-old Johnny
Galvany wields a bundle of
American flags while
waiting in the rain for his
dad; Capt. John Galvany
holds daughter, Olivia, while
walking with wife, Penny,
and son, Johnny, to the AES
building; and Maj. Michael
Stankus arrives at the
building. Galvany and
Stankus served aboard the

USS Comfort in the AOR.
Others who returned were:
Capt. Calvin Mellor and
Capt. Mark Bialas, who
served in the Kurdish area
of northern Iraqg; and Capt.
Cheryl Duzant and Capt.
Edwin Moralez, who served
in southern Irag. The
medical service corps
officers and aeromedical
evacuation flight nurses
deployed in separate teams
during March.

--photos by
MSgt. Tom Allocco

Civil Engineers

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

From Elmendorf, AFB, Alaskato
Lakenheath AB, England, from Westover to
Honduras you can see the handiwork of the
carpenters, masons, heavy equipment
operators, electricians, heatingand air
conditioning, sheet metal and other skills of
the 439" Civil Engineer Squadron.

The civil engineers are made up of about
75 Prime BEEF specidistsinthebuilding
trades who can go anywhere and do
anything from the bottom up, pouring
cement to nailing down aroof. They have
proven that in most places of theworld. In
Honduras there are children going to classes
today in a school built by the Patriot Wing
civil engineers. At DobbinsARB, Ga
reservistsaretraining at facilitiesremodel ed
by the civil engineers.

The civil engineers have atough jab,
but they have the good fortune of knowing
that they are doing something with lasting
value. When they finish ajob, they will be
leave apermanent, positiveimpact wherever
they have been. “When you return and see
what you did, it givesyou agood feeling.
You see something that is staying years and
you can say there you did something, you
accomplished something,” said TSgt. Francis
Robles, a439th CES aheavy equipment
operator.

Robleshas been acivil engineer herefor
adozen years, coming to Westover after 11
yearsat BarnesANGB. He hashelped
remodel facilitiesat Lakenheath AB, England;
Rhein-MainAB, Germany and DobbinsARB,
Ga. Roblesisateacher in Holyoke. When the
civil engineers sent teams to Honduras to
build a school, he collected books, school

leave their mark around world

supplies and clothes. The Patriot Wing
membersearned additional gratitude when
they distributed the gifts to the peoplein the
Honduran town.

In recent weeks, civil engineershave
been going to New Mexico to build homes
for impoverished Navahos. Three teams of
about 20 civil engineers are cycling through
the project for two weeks each.

SMSgt. Michael Herens, CE structural
superintendent who is employed as a cabinet
maker, recently returned from twoweeksin
New Mexico. Histeam flew to Albugurque
and then drove west for two and a half hours
to the Navaho reservation near Gallup.

The project has been underway for
about five yearsin a cooperative effort
between the Southwest Indian Foundation

(continued on next page)
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and theAir Force
Academy. Thetwo-
piece modular houses
arebuiltinawarehouse,
trucked to the site and
set up for thefamilies.
In30yearsasa
civil engineer, including
toursin Italy, Spainand

Guid is
employedinthe
publicworks
| department of
Meriden, Conn. He
and Roblesrecently
completedtraining
toearn certification
| as crane operators
at acivilian school
§ inOrlando, Fla.It's

Alaska, Herens

described thework with anexampleof how

the Navaho as the most FESGFIVI sts 861; .

satisfying job he ever employers it

did. each other. When
“That was the : s =5 they gotowork in
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gt. Mike Herens exemplify .
finished product. The team work as they work on a recent bringahuge
conditionsthey livein base project. -- photo by MSgt. W.C.Pope amount of experi-
enceto the table.

at thereservation...a
lot of poverty...they still heat with coal
stoves. When you drive around you see
huts, shacks. I"ve a better shed in my back
yard than you see people living in,” Herens
sad

Building schoolsin Honduras and
homesin New Mexico not only helps other
people, but brings the civil engineer squad-
ron together as a unit with unique esprit de
corps. “Thereiscamaraderie. You want to get
out there and do something and see what
you have done. You know you had a good
two weekswhen you seeit is utilized years
downtheroad,” said TSgt. Allen Guidl, a

heavy equipment operator.

Pat Stats

Served since Feb. 2, 2003

7,856 passengers -- 2,598 aircraft
29,533,647 pounds of cargo
Info from MSgt. Jim Garrity, 42APS

15,725 hot meals served
Box lunches: 5,036
Info from MSgt. David Beauregard, 439SVS

Fuel since Feb.1
17,401,384 gallons of JP-8
Info from Jim Maloney, Fuels
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“You learn something here and it has an
impact asacivilian. And you learn something
asacivilian and you bring it hereand it has
animpact,” Guid said.

Civil engineering isnot easy work. At
theformer Howard AB, Guidl, Roblesand the
other civil engineers poured cement and laid
pipeintropical heat. They also had to dig
trenches by hand inside a building in which
they couldn’t get machinery. “You have to be
inalittle bit of good shape. But it gets
done,” Guiel said.

“ Sometimesthereisn’t enough work or
you have to wait because you're not getting
the materialsto get the job done. That's the
worst part, because you want to do some-
thing,” he said.

“Peoplework together, help each other,”
Guiel said. Off thejob, thecivil engineers
also stick together. Typical of how they think
of themselvesasafamily, they regularly get
together for cook-outs that bring together
current and former squadron members.

“Itishard work. Youwork under
different conditions, in the cold and heat. But
weredlly likeit...weenjoy what weare
doing,” Roblessaid.
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Coast Guard reservists
patrol in Iragi Freedom

The Coast Guard Reserve hasbeenin
thewar on terrorism since thefirst hours of
9/11, when some security speciaistswere
activated. Some of them recently returned
home through the Westover Passenger
Termind.

The Coast Guard reservists contributed
to Iragi Freedom serving aboard armed
gunboats at an Iragi port and in a security
detailsat an il platforminthe Persian Gulf.

The group received a Westover
Welcome on their way hometo San Pedro,
Calif. Among them was petty officer PS1
Ernie Gomez, who stood guard on an oil
platforminthePersian Gulf for 36 days.

Gomez waspart of a41-member detach-
ment which guarded the ail platform under
primitive conditions. Twisted metal from
bomb damage of the oil platformwasstill
untouched since fighting between Iran and
Irag. Theplatformwasdick with oil and for
thefirst 13 daysthe Coast Guard detachment
lived amid slickswithout taking ashower or
changing their uniforms. They washed with
bottled water and baby wipes before
showering aboard a patrolling ship. For
almost four weeks there was no mail and they
ateonly MREs. It was atreat when British
sailors passed them some apples.

Two magjor stormshit theail platform,
threatening to sweep them off. “ It was 50
mphwind, 14-foot seaswere coming
underneath the platform. It was relentless,
theworst that I’ ve been scared in my career.
Wedeptinlifejackets,” Gomez said.

Other Coast Guard reservistsin the
group served aboard 25-foot security boats
armed with M-60sand .50 caliber gunsat an
Iraqi port.

Gomez wasfirst activated afew hours
after the 9/11 terror attacks. He and other
Coast Guard reservists provided security at
the Los Angeles port.




